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man, having abandoned the fruit of action, attaineth to
the eternal Peace; the non-harmonised, impelled by
desire, attached to fruit, are bound*"

He has then to get rid of old chains and also
to cease from the forging of new ones ; and for this know-
ledge is necessary  Looking back into his past lives he
has to neutralise forces coming out of the past by sending
against them forces equal and opposite, and burn up his
karma by knowledge. He has also to meet the souls whom
he has wronged and to pay his debts, thus working out
karmic obligations which would otherwise hamper and
retard his progress.

(). A man is drawn back to earth by desires^ but the
Masters having no desire, what is it which binds Them to
earth ? Why do They leave, the indescribable bliss of
Nirvana for the lower levels of the world of men ?

Ans. There is nothing that the world can offer Them
which can draw Them back to earth ; but They stay in
the world to help mankind. Even though feeling pity for
men They do not come in the way of the karmic law, as
Their interference may really cause confusion; still in
accordance with the Law They do sometimes help men
in suffering. Their work is not to put out fire, but
to prevent its catching; not to remove suffering, but to
dispel ignorance, the root-cause of all suffering which
binds man to earth through evil deeds. Thus They stay
in this world to help Their younger brethren, and labour
century after century for nothing this world can give Them
save the joy of seeing other souls growing into Their
likeness.